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MUST BOOKS 
June 2& 
Stern, G. Be A LION IN THE GARDEN Macmillan 


Miss Stern, in her lightest vein - but as always, unfailingly good enter- 
tainment and wholly original. There are lots of chuckles for the reader and good es- 
cape from today's problems, as she unfolds the stories of the servants' hall through 
the middle-aged housemaid, Brooks, who inherits a nest egg and blows it all on the 
tables at Monte and the racetrack at Brighton; and the elderly caretaker, whose one 
claim to fame, even in his own eyes, dates back to the discovery of the lion at his el- 
bow, while he was peacefully weeding in his garden, and who "enviggles” the lion into 
the kitchen, behind locked doors, before he has a chance to be frightened. With these 
two as the chief actors, and the minor characters the members of the household, the 
story takes some odd twists and turns. Rarely does the reader find understatement and 


anticlimax more adroitly and deliberately used than in Miss Stern's skillful hands. 
$2.50 


July 10 
Hall, James Norman DOCTOR DOGBODY'S LEG Little, Brown 


One side of the Nordhoff-Hall team has done these variations on a theme 
in a masterly way. He has taken a ship's surgeon, Dr. Dogbody, as his story teller; 
he has made The Cheerful Tortoise, harborside inn where men of the sea congregate, as 
his background, and he has let his spinner of yarns use the “true story of how he lost 
his leg" as the springboard, the be-all and the end-ali of every tale he tells. High 
standards throughout - nothing humdrum about a succession of adventures that take him 
round the world, make him hero on land and sea, ard allow him to tell the tale "a doz- 
en times and never twice the same, for if ever a man lost a leg in some strange way and 
survived the loss miracle-fashion, that man is Surgeon F. Dcegbody." Man's book. $2.50 


Juiy 12 


Maugham, W. Somerset THE MIXTURE AS BEFORE Doubleday, Doran 

A top ranking story teller presents another grand collection, not a poor 
one in the lot. Maugham's expert craftsmanship is at is best in this medium, I think, 
These stories stem from other backgrounds than his familiar Far East setting, with 
England, the Continent and French Guiana as the basis. There are human interest bits, 
brief drama, humor; some have an O'Henry twist to the end; all show thorough under- 
standing and sympathy with his fellow man. For the flavor of the whole try the lead 
story, The Three Fat Women of Antibes, The Lion's Sktn, An Offictal Posttion and The 
Facts of Life.... It is unusual to list two volumes of short stories among Must Books, 
but the reputation of their authors and the fact that both volumes should have not only 
good sales value but the additional merit of being good rental material,, justifies 


their inclusion under this heading. $2.50 
- 198 - 








May 1, 1940 Fiction - 199 - 
July 24 


Forester, C. S. TO THE INDIES Little, Brown 


The creater of Captain Hornblower has turned to history for his central 
character this time, and written a memorable story of the tragic last expedition of 
Columbus to the new world, which - to the bitter end - he claimed to be the continent 
of Asia. A lawyer, sent by the Crown to investigate conditions, and if possible even 
less fitted than his fellow shipmates for the experience, is the character through 
whom the adventures are revealed. Columbus emerges as a strange, inept genius, a bril- 
liant navigator who spiked his own guns by his fanatical determination to interpret 2ll 
he saw by what he hoped to find. Jealousies, treachery, umpreparedness, superstition 
and ignorance wreck his colonization plans. This is a scholarly book, more along the 
lines of his earlier work than the riproaring adventures of Captain Hornblower. Good 
reading, but gauged to a more thoughtful level of interest, rather than those seeking 


straight adventure. wiz —— $2.50 
raeernereny, OY Re 

Werfel, Franz EMBEZZLED HEAVEN Viking 

* What a varied talent is Franz Werfel. This is as different from his pre- 


vious books as they have been different from each other. This is a story built around 
one main character - the canvas is more constricted — but the interest is amazingly 
well-sustained and the human appeal, built against odds, makes this a touching story. 
The title indicates the dominant theme, for this is the story of an old peasant ser- 
vaut, whose whole life has been dedicated to buying her way into the after world, through 
providing a pleader in the person of the nephew she was raising for the Church. Hers 

} was frankly a selfish interest; she allowea him to bleed her consistently through the 
years, accepting his stories as fact, and never seeing him through all the long period 
of his education and early missionary experience. Then the family with which she is 
connected is broken - and she seeks him out. The outcome, and its aftermath, provides 
the best part of the story, though the picture cf joyous life on the big Austrian es- 
tate, before the Nazi betrayal, makes a delightful setting for the first third of the 
bock. Don't be discouraged if it seems slow getting underway. It is worth it. A fine 
translation by Moray Firth. . 62.50 


LET'S RANK THIS A DARK dORSE 


%) June 17 2 ~ a 
"pa 


Hutchinson, R. C. THE ‘FIRE AND THE WOOD Farrar & Rinehart 


** If you are among those who have kept faith in R. C. Hutchinson, in 

spite of successive novels (Shining Scabbard, One Light Burning, etc.) not quite com- 
ing across, you will find this novel justifies your expectations anda hopes. If you 
don't know R. C. Hutchinson, you have a treat in store for you. The Fire and The 

Wood has all the brilliance of its predecessors ~- and avoids the pitfalls. For the 
first time, he has been able to hold suspense every step of the way; he has at last 
surmounted the difficulties which made his earlier novels confused and unorientated. 
Here is a first rate story, and an unusual achievement in the gradual building of sym- 
pathy and regard for a character who at the start is wooden and unappealing. Actually, 
the man, a gifted young doctor, whose concentration on his passion for research and 
experimentation takes precedence over all human elements in the first half of the book, 
develops through his experiences, and emerges as a different and more likable human be- 
ing. His race - and his eceentricities - land him in a concentration camp, with the 
Nazi coming to power; and his escape and trip by inland waterways to Holland and then 
across to England, is every bit as good as Escape. In addition, this is a unique love 
story, not always wholly convincing, but always wholly absorbing. Good reading from 
first to last. $2.50 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


May 17 
Shaw, Margaret INHERIT THE EARTH Bobbs-Merrill 
x An intensely personal drama of a woman, a vital figure through a succes~ 


sion of incidents that keep the reader concentrated in absorbed interest from start 

to finish. The story of a girl who came to the colonies as an indentured servant in 
1758, married for convenience once, for love eventually -— and then found herself at 
odds with her husband, a Tory, when the Revolution came. They were exiled to Nova 
Scotia, lived through a succession of tragedies, and finally found an enduring philoso- 
phy of life and a deep love of the soil. Melodrama, relieved by the reality of the 


characters. $2.50 
May 24 


Millard, Ruth Tracy ROAD TO THE STARS Penn 


Just a shade better than the average popular rental library novel. Melissa, 
known to her college friends as a glory-grabber, throws up diploma and romance to rush 
to New York for a screen test. Then Fate hands her a few hard ones, - her love marries 
another girl, her chance to play lead is a failure, her marriage goes on the rocks - 
and throughout she fails to make the grade with each new challenge. Then she learns 
her lesson, starts over the hard way, in her profession, finds where true love really 
lies - and goes through to success. $2.00 


Mey z 7 y AAALE- — 
{j 


V 


Larrimore, Lida STARS STILL SHINE Macrae Smith 


Rice man-poor girl - the rocky road to true love, set in a college town 
in the east. There is a certain warmth in the telling; the characters - though types - 
are likable and hold the reader's sympathy; it's a popular setting and the time-worn 
plot has a new twist and a realistic end. Well-written of its type, though it could 
ado without a few cliches and be the better for it, but it is sure fire for rental li- 


braries and popular romance shelves in public libraries. $2.00 
June 40 
Giono, Jean JOY OF MAN'S DECIRING Viking 


I liked this best of Giono's books, so far translated in English, It is 
probable that the high award of merit made to the film based on Harvest, and the pre- 
sent popularity of The Baker's Wife, another Giono film, have succeeded in putting 
his name before the public in a way that his novels might never have done. His is a 
strange talent - there is an aesthetic quality, a note of idealism, which makes his 
stories almost “other worldly." He writes in this new novel, cf a people living re- 
mote from the industrial, machine age, in the mountain pastures of southern France, 
and of the stranger whc came among them and showed them the way to beauty and to co- 
operative effort. In so doing, he became unwittingly involved in romance - but it was 
not for that he had sought them out, and, when it ended tragically, he went away. There 
is a tenuous quality to Giono's style, an elusive simplicity, along with a beauty of 
thought and expressicn, that makes him not always easy to follow, nor tuned to the 
general level of popular taste. This, however, has more of a chance to go cver with 
the average reader than anything he has done. A fine translation. $2.50 
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June il 


a Bernanvus, Georzes THE STAR OF SATAN Macmillan 





A mystical novel of gocd confronting evil which is everywhere and in all 
humans, filled with vigorous emotional struggles and vivid physical flagellations as 
a penance. Bernanos has a gift for mixing his brutalities of the mind and spirit with 
the sweetness and power of religion, and the gcod father, a peasant priest, in his sim- 
plicity, belligerence and humility, stands for the right in his way of life, and con- 
futes those whu would argue against him. More especially designed for a religious mar- 
ket, than for the general reader. $2.50 











June 12 











Bottome, Phyllis MASKS AND FACES: A Book of Stories Little, Brown 








Nineteen short stories, of varying degrees of interest and excellence. The 
psychological note struck in many of them lifts them out of the level of the average 
collection, but on the whole, I should not say that this was Phyllis Bottome's best 
medium. Too often, the stories stay in the memory as a pattern for a story, rather 
than a complete unit, though the theme of conflict is recurrently stressed. I liked 
best those that did not pretend to be patterned stories, - The Ruling Passion, Fix- 


tures, Next Door. pet $2.50 7 
See tinge AT 


arenes aan THE GREAT CRUSADE: A Novel of the International Brigade Longmans} 
Green 


























An autobiographical novel, in which the Brigade, fighting in Spain for 
@ ee Loyalist cause and for an ideal which has outlived defeat, is the focus of the 
story. The individuals who composed it, its organization (and disorganization), its 
exploits and failures, make it emerge as somewhat unorientated, and not altogether 
easy reading. There are scenes which for sheer dramatic force, stand out from the wel- 
ter; there is an excess of brutal detail which sometimes loses force through its un- 
selectivity. In this chronicle of the war, between the defence and the fall of Madrid 
to the Huesca offensive, there is a realistic picture of modern warfare, with all its 
horrors and senseless hatreds and futility, and with no note of glorification and ex- 
alted heroism. Pretty strong stuff—its market primarily for men who can "take it". 
There is an introduction by Ernest Hemingway. $2.50 


Lavernt yrrnde, i 
Young, Francis Brett THE SHIP SURGEON'S YARN And Other Stortes Reynal « Hitchcock 


A good collection from sheer entertainment value, with no "social signifi- 
cance" nor particular timeliness. Brett Young - for the last third of the stories - 
tapped his own early experience as a ship's surgeon, and the stories are a potpourri of 
personal experiences, strange characters and situations encountered on shipboard and in 
harbor, and stories of London, of South Africa, of the Continent. There are retired 
colonials, and there are German exiles, there are Englishmen upholding the empire in re- 
mote settlements, and so on. Try Cotswold Honey (the title story in the English edition), 


and Soul Overboard for essential flavor. Not up to his better novels. $2.50 
June 18 
& Ruck, Berta MONEY ISN'T EVERYTHING Dodd, Mead 


This is better than average Berta Ruck, a warm-hearted book, providing 
good hammock reading. The story of the Smith family, who became rich through foot- 
ball pools, and try to crash the gates of London society. They find the conventional 
assortment of snobs and discover that all that glitters is not gold. $2.00 
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June 21 
Alexander, Elizabeth HERO AT HOME Doubleday, Doran 


A somewhat colorless novel of a long-suffering heroine. A triangle 
story in which nobody is very estimable, and in which love, marriage; divorce and the 
problems of children in remarriage should appeal to a definitely feminine audience. 

The heroine jilts one man for another, and then finds that he is already married and 
has three children. The resultant confusion of issues, with the children as the pivot- 
al point, ends by a division of loyalties and comparative peace. $2.00 — 


Ayres, Ruby M. LITTLE AND GOOD Doubleday, Doran 


A dashing hero ana a saccharine heroine, with a conventional ending to 
a story of a young English girl, fresh from school, who falls in love with her guard- 
ian, and elmost loses him to another woman whom he no longer loves. But it all comes 
out and they live happily ever after. You know your market. 8z.00 


One Late-Comer — Not a Bad Record for the Season 


May 1 


Her Highness the Ranee of Sarawak A STAR FELL Harrison-Hilton 


A story built around the tragedy of misdirection of mission teaching in 
India, of ili-chosen missionaries, ignorant handling of natives and their problems. 
The author's position and intimate knowledge of the country and the people gives it 
a note of authenticity, though it obviously isn't the whole picture. The story of a 
Tamil peasant, brought up by a Protestant Mission, and dominated by the Vision which 
caught hold of his imagination - and ended in aisaster. Fairly well done. $2.50 


CORONERS' CORNER 
May 17 


Treat, Lawrence B AS IN BANSKEE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

* A likable yarn of murder in the Adirondacks, where 2 psychology pro- 
fessor vacationing is made deputy sheriff and is right in the thick of three killings 
which affect his family and the girl with whom he is falling in love. Hatred of a 

local power grabber sets in motion events which finally lead the professor into a drink- 
ing bout with the killer. Good casual conversation, nice people, intelligent tale. 


$2.00 
June 5 J 


McCloy, Helen THE MAN IN THE MOONLIGHT Morrow 


Upper Level mystery fare, with red herrings of high I Q, in story of 
Basil Willing, psychiatric assistant to N Y D A, who is hard put to trace triple kill- 


Nazi espionage, campus, finances, local feuds 


er on a fictitious university campus. 
$2.00 


and. scandals all involved in the investigation, and the solution. 
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June 7 
Seeley, Mabel THE WHISPERING CUP Doubleday, Doran 
. A novel of murder and mystery, rather than uw straight sleuthing job - and 


vood entertainment. Solveig returns tc a small Minunescte home town, tarred with the 
brush of scandal, and encounters a growing storm of fresh gussip when she becomes in- 
volved with the man she loves, the woman he has married and luridly embellished past. 
Her best friend is killed, than the wife (her step sister) - and the future locks 
black. A goud Untangling, and a story well tcla. er last book, The Crying Sisters, 


ect a pood press in 1989; this measures up exceedingly well. Crime Club selecticn. 
2.00 


June i1 


. 


MacVeieh, Su STREAMLINED MURDER Houghton, Mifflin 


Gcod pace and suspense in a railrcad yarn, as Sue and her husband,of tke 
railroad police, travel with the de luxe on a record New York-Chicago run. There are 
two killings, a full load of hatred, a pullman car of suspects, and Sue ferrets out 
past history, while Andy keeps check on developments and the threat of poisoning and a 


train wreck. But the train comes through and the problem is unknotted. #2. 00 
June 18 
Brand, Max DANGER TRAIL Dodd, Mead 


Full-blooded fighting, well in the open, fast-moving narrative and dialog, 
in a story of outlaws and bank robbers. There's a reformed outlaw, a superman, whose 
personality dominates the story, and the background of mushroom towns and outlaw hide- 
outs take the place of the old-fashioned range country and open trail. $2.00 





Innes, Michael A COMEDY OF TERRORS Dodd, Mead 


Highbrow appeal in mental gymnastics as this English family Christmas 
house party provides the scene of a shooting, and sleuth Appleby is presented with a 
bookful of solutions. Rival bidders for sale cf the estate, family problems et al 
underlie the ins and outs of a merry-go-round tale. $2.00 


June 23 \» a a A va 
Kenarick, Baynard THE ODOR CF VICL#TS fuw ed 14 gf it tbe conn 


Captain MacLain, the blind detective, and his two dogs, play their parts 
once again in a story which combines mystery, sabotage and espionage. The disappear- 
ance of a girl in Hartford, serves as a blind for stealing of plans on New York's de- 
fense, and the resultant adventures provide all the old thrill climaxes, with some 


modern twists. More melodrama than straight aetective tale. (Former D.D. author), 
$2.00 


July 10 


Oppenheim, E&. Phillips THE GRASSLEYES MYSTERY Little, brown 


This has the aroma of the barrel, for it lacks the freshness and pace of 
Cppenheim's recent comeback. However, the cold true and tried Riviera background is 
there, and there's an eccentric millicnaire who experiments almost once too cften with 
strange herbs, and a crook of a lawyer, a frightened niece, and a romantic stranger 


who opportunely arrives at the psychological moment. There's a romance and a happy 
»2.00 





endiner. 
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July 12 


Anson, Lindsay I DON'T LIKE CATS Doubleday, Doran 


Light amusing continuation of the adventures of the newspaper sleuth, 
Peter Allen (introduced in fven Doctors Die). Peter finds the wife of an Oxford 
friend, a victim of persecution, he hangs around to learn the reasons, discovers a 
corpse, and drags in his new uncle-in-law, Wiston, to help him. Another corpse, and 
Peter becomes the next target for the killer. So-so. $2.00 


Bardwell, Denver PRAIRIE FIRE Doubleday, Doran 


Good, but not good enough to take it out of the average ranks. Sheep 
versus cattle battle is the background for the romance of Angela and Dan, who are in 
Opposite camps. A range fire destroys the sheepmen, who operate outside the law in 


their fight for control, and Angela comes to the rescue. $2.00 
Reilly, Helen DEATH DEMANDS AN AUDIENCE Doubleday, Doran 
* Another Crime Club selection - in a dependable ycKee of Center Street 


yarn. The body this time is found in a department store window, but the store has 
little to do with the case. Family troubles in Putnam County, three deaths and an 
attempted fourth, keep Inspector meKee and his force busy. Good pace, good character- 
ization. $2.00 


July 15 
Gregory, Jackson THE FAR CALL Dodd, Mead 


Realistic adventure in the story of Jesse who leaves farming life in the 
middle west, to seek gold in California, eventually becomes a gambler and disillus- 
ioned, turns rancher, and cleans up a local gang of thieves. His sweetheart from 
back home turns up as a dance hall entertainer, and he persuades her to settle down. 


$2.00 
July 23 
Bailey, H. C. MR. FORTUNE HERE Doubleday, Doran 
* Nine of Reggie Fortune's exploits wherein he disproves apparent evidence, 


doesn't believe what he sees and generally makes life miserable for Lomas and Bell, 
with his leading by the nose. He proves suspected persons' innocence, and see justice 
done to the real criminals, with that very special Fortune touch. For your Fortune 


fans, and for those to whom intelligence and niceties of detection are important. 
/ $2.00 


Z 45 \ { 

See ca al awa )}v 
y, 
(| 


Paul, Elliot MAYHEM IN B-FLAT V Random House 


We might as well make confession, now and for all time, that we don't 
like the Homer Evans' yarns. They have gone the rounds of the staff, experts and 
amateurs, and we agree that Elliot Paul is putting something over on the experts, and 
doing spoof on a grand scale, with all the trimmings, and with every cliche, every 
type of melodrama, all the ingredients for a big mystery pie - and gotten away with 
it, untangling his web better than might be expected. Plenty of corpses this time, 
unidentifiable poisons, gangsters, cat houses, sex untrammeled, mysterious disappear- 
ances and all the other gags. Teke it or leave it. He certainly has the hurrah-boys 
with him, but we aren't on the band wagon. $2.00 / 
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NON-FICTION 


THESE YOU CAN MAKE INTO MUST BOOKS WE FEEL 


Note:- Publishers generally shy clear of important reading as warm weather approaches. 
Whether they have basis for the theory that no one wants to do serious thinking in the 
summer, or not, is not "ours to reason why" - we simply state the fact. So - in all of 


the non-fiction this time, there is no single title that stands out with market ready-~- 
made at your hand. So, we have deliberately picked the two books with the best chances 
for wide sale, provided you put your minds to it, your enthusiasm behind it, your im- 
agination into it. One book is superficially humorous, with the humor covering some 
vital truths; one is an important, and thoroughly readable biography. 


June ai S PP v sf 


Schwed, Fred Jr. WHERE ARE THE CUSTOMERS' YACHTS é 7 Simon & Schuster 


* A delightful satire on Wall Street and its minions, including the poor, 
deluded customers. As a lowly customer's man, the author knows the inside story, and 
reveals, with no inhibitions, the strange phenomena that occur in the minds of bankers, 
brokers, investors, gamblers, widows and orphans. He pokes fun at the "chartists" who 
can predict every minute change; though they may have lost their shirts they have kept 
their charts. He gives some humorous experiences of the big shots who prophesy - then 
alibi. Ee has little charity for his own class, though he makes one feel that if one 
must play the market, at least one might have some fun playing with him, "fooling a- 
round with fools' advice". The author of Wacky is going to make a lot of people mad - 
but he will give a lot of others fun at their own - and others - expense. Illustrated, 
by Peter Arno. This is the sort of book S & S can put over with a bang. Get on the 


wagon, $1.75 
eye On yprot tS: 
eo é 
Todd, Helen A MAN NAMED GRANT 0 Houghton, Mifflin 
* This is not a ponderously scholarly treatise on a man who is little known, 


as a man, by the average reader — but an immensely readable, dramatic and vigorous 
study of a man who was the toy of fate, the minion of history. It is as absorbing in 
its sense of suspense as a fine historical novel; one knows, in a general way, what 
happened, but Miss Todd has succeeded in making each step so vivid that it is a journey 
of discovery. Students may take exception to some of the interpretation put on the 
quarrels, the back-biting, the dissension that almost brought defeat to the Union 
forces, but she has made it thoroughly credible, and Grant emerges from it all, not as 
an untarnished hero, but as a nan who is victim cf his cwn temperament, but not the 
weakling and sotoccasionally depicted. First and last, a man loyal and devoted to his 
wife and children, this aspect permeates every phase of his career, whether on the down 
grade or the up grade. The political scandals of his administration, the party manipu- 
lations, the attempt -after the Hayes-Arthur administration - to put him over for a 
third time, all are presented in human terms. A revealing and very interesting book, a 
memorable biography, and another justification - if one were needed - for the Houghton, 


Mifflin fellowship plan. $3700 
KO 
Jottings on Other Possibilities 


Don't overlook the importance of a thoughtful study of CANADA: America's Problem, by 
John Mac Cormac (Viking), a timely book today; and HOSTAGES TO PEACE by William E. 

Blatz (Morrow) is a book destined for wide distribution through educational circles, 
a book for long term selling...Most of the non-fiction, at this season, consists of 
odds and ends, end of the season material, reissues and output of small publishers. 
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lwo Broadway Successes in Book Form 
May 14 
Barry, Philip THE PHILADELPHIA STORY Coward, McCann 


The popular vehicle for Hepburn, now touring the country. Social 


comedy. $2.00 
May ?? 
Percy, Edward & LADIES IN. RETIREMENT Random House 
Denham, Reginald 
Melodrama at its best - murder, blackmail and mad women. $2.00 
May 14 
Jennings, W. Ivor A FEDERATION FOR WESTERN EUROPE Macmillan 


The growing enthusiasm for Clarence Streit's Unton Now indicates that 
the world is seeking for some plan towards which today's catastrophe can turn, some- 
thing to insure against future repetition of the same. The author is a consultant of 
the British organization, the Federal Union, but this book, while an outgrowth of his 
interest in the subject, is not an organization program. The plan is presented as his 
own outline for peace; he includes an actual constitution for a Federation of 13 coun- 
tries of Europe, with office of President, Council of Ministers, a Federal Legislature, 
a Supreme Court, with the general functions and limitations of each. The concepts are 
too broad, too utopian, to provide the average layman with anything concrete to chew 


upon, but it may well prove a springboard for discussion. ‘ $2.00 
May 16 
Jastrow, Joseph GETTING MORE OUT OF LIFE Emerson Books 


This is apparently a "revised edition" of a book previously issued, 
but no date is given as to the original publication, so we are reviewing it as a new 
book. A program for sensible living, watching health, eating, sleeping, keeping flex- 
ible habits, avoiding excess, cultivation of personal powers, control of emotions, be- 
liefs and judgment. Describes endowments and types of personalities and resources, men- 
tal predispositions:- liabilities and mental powers. Generalizations on scale of es- 
sentials, for fuller, normal living and balance of circumstance and temperament. $2.00 


May 17 
Vandercook, John W. EMPRESS OF THE DUSK Reynal & Hitchcock 


In January 1937, Rene Kraus published a fascinating fictionized biog—- 
raphy of Theodora of Byzantium, in a sense a defense of a much-maligned woman. Vander-— 
cook, too, takes this point of view about her, though he sees her more in her political 
capacity, contributing to the seving of a tottering empire, than as instrumental in the 
building of the Justinian Code and defender of the rights of women. An exciting and 
varied life, with childhood spent in the dark vaults under the Hippodrome, a youth as 
prostitute on the streets of Byzantium, and finally her career as mistress and wife of 
the Emperor. Sharp contrast in the picture of street life among the lower classes and 
the resplendent Empire of Rome, decadent in its failing strength. The first half is 
more definitely Theodora's story; the last half, the story of the reign of Justinian, 
with her personality as a dominant note. Exciting, horrifying, seemingly authentic, 
with scarcely a dull moment. Recommend as a good story rather than history or biog- 
raphy - and'ware the fastidious. $2.50 
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May 25 
Kilpatrick, Wm. Heard GROUP EDUCATION FOR A DEMOCRACY Association Press 


This is not a book for the general public, but most booksellers have a 
few customers who are interested in theory and practice of education, and all libraries 
have departments devoted to the subject. Kilpatrick is well known in the educational 
field, and his Foundations of Methods showed him as a practical educator. This book 
is more along theoretical and philosophical lines, - a survey of the elements in modern 
education that can be directed towards foundation building in a democracy. Elementary, 
secondary, and college education, the place of teachers, and the function of adult ed- 
ucation,-all come under his observing eye. The book is not a consecutive piece of 
writing; it is made up of lectures, special articles, and so forth, but there is a 


connecting thread of policy throughout. $2.00 
June 3 

Del Vayo, Julio FREEDOM'S BATTLE Knopf 

* Politically exiled in Mexico, this former Minister of War and Foreign 


Minister of the Loyalist Government in Spain, is well equippea to present the first 
comprehensive, authoritative history of the Spanish Civil War. Chronological history 
with all its implications; the breadth of the problem beyond the civil war; the part 
played by dictatorships, the Soviet; interpretation of world propaganda and the truth 
behind it. The defeat, not only of democracy in Spain, but of all democracies failing 
to recognize what was at stake. Industry, agriculture, education in the past and con- 
ditions today under Franco. Spain's part, now and in the future, in Europe® affairs. 


Important. | $3.00 
June 5 i 
Blatz, William E. HOSTAGES TO PEACE Morrow 
Parents and the Children of Democracy 
* A timely book, by a leader in the field of progressive education, and 


a man whose works are widely read by child study groups, P. T. A. and parents generally. 
This volume concerns the guidance of child behaviour in time of war and the disciplin- 
ing for future conduct as adults, so conditioning them that eventually war becomes un- 
necessary. From the observation of the primary instincts, to the teeching of control, 
the patience with learning, the desired result of independent security (not necessari- 
ly safety) through education, his main precepts are that war is not instinctive - that 
emotions are useful experiences when properly directed, that discipline is a plan of 
education not dependent on punishment, retaliation or sentiment, that suggestion suc- 
ceeds rather than force, patience rather than commands, the challenge of insecurity 
makes for progress when it is accepted. Children should be educated to meet crises. 


Controversial but worthwhile. $2.00 
June 14 / 


MacCormac, John CANADA: America’s Problem Viking 


. This book seems slow and somewhat stereotyped in getting under way, 
but gathers interest and momentum in presenting the problems of our good neighbor to 
the north. Very timely, in view of the war, for whatever the outcome, the relations 
of the U. G. and Canada are of vital interest. The one-time correspondent for the 
N. Y. Times discusses industry, agriculture, social and economic conditions, politics, 
religion and racial questions. History - personalities - and the increasing indepen- 
dence of the mother country indicate that defeat of the Allies might result in an 
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independent nation - or a closer link with the U. 5. A revealing book, which de- 
serves attention -— and a better book than the Andre Siegfried study which appeared 
in 1937. $2.75 


Announcing for June 21 
iy i Don the lives and times of archy and mehitabel Doubleday, Doren 


Omnibus volume,containing archy and mehitabel, archy's life of mehitabel 
and archy does his part. American classic of the columnist's art. Illustrated by 
George Herriman. $2.50 


June 12 
Allen, Lucy G. TABLE SERVICE Little, Brown 


New edition of the standard book on the functions of the well-trained 
waitress, in the household run by two maids or more. Every phase of table etiquette, 
of the care of silver, china and glass, of proper service, of preparations of hors 
d'oeuvres, etcegnd other kitchen and pantry functions belonging to the waitress' 


place in the household. Not a book for the cne—maid—household. $1.75 
June 25 
Clarke, Frances E.-comp1iled by GREAT WINGS AND SMALL Macmillan 


Bird stories of our day, a companion volume to her Horse Stories and 
Dog Stories, but more definitely non-fiction. Anecdotes, articles, and a few fiction-— 
ized nature studies, revealing various birds and their ways of life. The subjects 
range from habits of birds in general to rare birds and problems of conservation. 
The book seems to us to be specialized in character, and destined more for the nature 
shelf than the fiction shelf, though it is not a technical book. The authors repre- 
sented include, Ernest Thompson Seton, John Muir, Mark Twain, Kenneth Gilbert, Dan 


Miller, etc. $2.50 
q 9/1 


Fenton, Carroll Lane & THE ROCK BOOK Doubleday, Doran 
Mildred Adams 


chbbdeginn dice 





The authors of Our Amazing Earth have onceagain taken a subject of 
presumably small general interest and made it readable and entertaining. This is 
more specifically a reference book, but it has whole sections that are entertaining 
and revealing. The function of rocks in the history of the earth, the classes and 
their component metal parts. The value of practical knowledge of rocks and the re~ 
sultant adventure make this an important tool for the boys and girls who collect 
rocks (and their adult co-enthusiasts) and should give this a plus sale among collec- 
tors of all ages. The history of rocks, with their differing origins, and the im- 
portant minerals that are found in rocks. Illustrated with full color frontispiece, 


line drawings and photographs. eee 
6 amu 
More Than A Handful of Late Comers 
Published 
La Farge, Oliver AS LONG AS THE GRASS SHALL GROW Alliance 


A beautiful book and an important book, this study of Indians today, 


* 
The photographs by Helen M. Post are astory in themselves; 


in text and pictures. 
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with their captions and the revealing accompanying text by a man who knows the Indians 
intimately, they make a record of a blot on our civilization, and throw some light on 
the constructive work that is being done under the Dept. of the Interior today. $2.50 


Noren, Arthur T. SOFTBALL Barnes 


Another addition to the Barnes Dollar Sports Library, in a handbook on a 
fairly new and increasingly popular game, played by boys and girls the country over. 
The author is Director of Recreation, Elizabeth, New Jersey. He goes into the technique, 
positions, fundamentals of batting, of base running, of team play. He includes the Of~ 
ficial Rules of 1940 and the Interpretations. He discusses equipment, layout of the 


diamond, construction of backstop and bleachers. Plus sale for boys, coaches, camps, 


etc. $1.00 


Three Publications of the Vassar Endowment Campaign 
(Can be ordered through Baker & Taylor) 


Beacon, Marion, &d. LIFE AT VASSAR Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


Seventy five years in pictures, with descriptive captions, makes this an 
an informal history of the college, of life and manners of the past and present, a re-— 
cord of change that is not only a birdseye view of Vassar College, but a running commen- 
tary on changing status of women. Watch LIFE MAGAZINE for story and pictures, which may 
procure some interest and demand for the book. Check your Vassar customers. $2.50 


Raymond, Cornelia M. MEMORIES OF A CHILD OF VASSAR 


All alumnae of the past two decades have known Miss Raymond in one ca- 
pacity or another, and this little book has in it something of her own quaint humor and 
vitality, her loyalty to the college and her astounding memory of individuals and events. 
Memories and anecdotes from 1865, when as a child of four, she went there with her father, 
the president of the college, to the time of her own graduation in 1883. Many college 
figures of the past are brought back to life as personalities. The book has a fragrance 
of the past, and has double appeal to her contemporaries and those who have known her 


in her connection with the college in these more recent years. Illustrated with photo- 


graphs. $1.25 


Rogers, Agnes VASSAR WOMEN 


Agnes Rogers, class of 1916, has employed the Lynd technique in cross- 
sectioning Vassar alumnae, from the historical, social, human and intellectual angles. 
Vassar graduates, 75 years out, - this resolves itself into what they have done, of the 
changes inside the college and out, and in the last analysis of the changing place of 
women in America. The typical graduate today is a typical woman, in the upper brackets, 
intellectually, financially and socially, but not the blue stocking nor the snob of rep- 
utation, past and present. Her adaptations to the world today are those of the intel- 
ligent trained mind, she is able to combine business and a home, frequently business and 
marriage and parenthood. From waist measures to life ambitions, she has searched them 
all out. There is nothing particularly sensational, but it is a craftsmanlike job for 
special market. $2.50 


Tangerman, E. J. DESIGN AND FIGURE CARVING Whittlesey 


This is a book for enthusiasts, not for beginners. A book for study not 
for reading. Comprehensive in scope, dealing with every aspect of the subject, from the 
historical survey, to lessonsin anatomy and design. It is technical, but progressively 
so, starting with simplest principles and building to the more complicated, but the author 
presupposes previous knowledge and real talent. It teaches, not, how to be a woodcarver, 
but how to be a better woodcarver. A book for a highly specialized market, for art 
schools and art students, and for those who read and enjoyed Whittling and Woodcarving, 
by the same author, to which this is a good sequel. Illustrated. $4.00 

Note 
Pocket books reports a new edition of AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, selected and 
arranged by Carl Van Doren, including other Franklin material. Completely new. $ .25 
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Ahnlund, Nils GUSTAV ADOLF THE GREAT Princeton Press 


A biography of Sweden's "Lion of the North” who ruled from 1611-1632, 










which backgrounds the history and politics of his country before his accession, and presents 


his career and achievements in scholarly, but readable fashion. You get a picture of 
aman, unusual for the times, able not only in international and national affairs, in 
military tactics and new methods of warfare, but also in promoting Sweden's progress 
in industry, government, education, social reform. He was the father of the famous 
Christina who inherited a unified, prosperous, well-ordered kingdom...he was a ruler 
who "set his stamp upon an age". In view of current events, this is timely, as a 
section of Sweden's history and development and that of the Scandinavian and Baltic 
countries, and their problems. $3.00 


Dobyns, Fletcher THE AMAZING STORY OF REPEAL Willett Clark 


A case study of the repeal of the 18th Amendment where "every method 
of deception, coercion, and emotional distortion that professional propagandists could 
devise and unlimited money could pay for" was used. The people and organizations be- 
hind the repeal campaign, their public, versus private, motives, their successful wet 
propaganda and how it worked. Names are named, and book and verse cited; details the 
steps of America's going dry, the prohibition law and its enforcement, the capitaliza- 
tion of the depression and the liquor problem today. Interesting propaganda analysis. 

$3.00 


Keynes, John Maynard HOW TO PAY FOR THE WAR Hercourt, Brace 


The Economic Consequences of the Peace put Keynes on the map as fore- 
teller, the Cassandra of his day. Now he has put forward a theory for financing the 
war and the days that will follow. He believes that by withdrawing part of everyone's 
earnings now, or withholding full payment, capital will be made available, England will 
be able to control prices, produce essentials, distribute the economic sacrifice over 
a large group, make available capital for rehabilitation after the war, and keep down 
the costs of the war. He believes in increasing taxes on the rich, and putting some 
of the burden on the lower income brackets for future use. Part of his policy has 
been accepted, but its basic principles have been rejected, for the moment at least. 

$1.00 


And Thts Just Came In For May 28 


’ 


Gollomb, Joseph WHAT'S DEMOCRACY TO YOU? Macmillan 


A short book, compact with the ammunition for the defense of democracy, 
as we should understand and interpret it here. He takes human instances of the failure 
of democracy, the conditions under which the dictatorships live; he takes instance 
after instance to prove the weakness of our own form of democracy - and the fight to 
cure and control such instances. The Billings-—Mooney case, the Sacco-Vanzetti case, 
the lynchings of the Deep South - 211 causes celebres that have enlisted the fighters 
of democracy. He discusses Huey Long, Father Coughlin and others of that ilk, includ- 
ing the leader of the German-American Bund, and shows how, slowly and painfully, but 
surely, they are brought under control. And he puts up a good case to prove that 
democracy is worth our support - and our better understanding. $1.75 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward McCann 
Devoe, A.— DOWN TO EARTH- from 5/6 to 5/14 


Doubleday, Doran 
Campbell, W.S.— WRITING MAGAZINE FICTION— from 5/2 to 6/27 


Farrar & Rinehart 

Himes, N- E.—- YOUR MARRIAGE- correct price $3.75 

Stout, R.-WHERE THERE'S A WILL— from 6/2 to 6/6 
Knopf 

Buell, L.- ISOLATED AMERICA- from 5/13 to 5/27 
Little Brown 


Zinsser, Hans— AS I REMEMBER HIM- postponed,probable date 6/7 
price $2.75 
putnam 
Hamlin, T.— ARCHITECTURE THROUGH THE AGES— from 4/26 to 5/10 


Norton’ 
Porterfield & Reynolds- WE PRESENT TELEVISION— fran 5/15 to 6/7 


Richard R. Smith 

Gtugston, W. G.— RASCALS IN DEMOCRACY— should be "Clugston" 
Viking 

White, P.— HAPPY VALLEY- definite date 5/20 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - MAY 15th TO JUNE lst 


May 15- Duhamel, Georges-— CECILE PASQUIER (Henry Holt) 
Melvin, Dr. Bruce-— ‘YOUTH -—- MILLIONS TOO MANY? (Association Press) 
May 16— Lohrke, Eugene & Arline- THE LONG WATCH IN ENGLAND (Henry Holt) 
Simenon- MAIGRET TRAVELS SOUTH (Harcourt Brace) 
May 17- Johnson, 0O.- I MARRIED ADVENTURE (Lippincott) Book-of—the-Month 
Shaw, Margaret— INHERIT THE EARTH (Bobbs Merrill) 
Treat, Lawrence- B AS IN BANSHEE (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
Vandercook, John W.— EMPRESS OF THE DUC < (Reynal & Hitchcock) 
May 20— Ameringer, O scar—- IF YOU DON'T WEAKEN (Henry Holt) 
Davis, Clyde Brion- THE ARKANSAS (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Savitsch, E.—- IN SEARCH OF COMPLICATIONS (Simon & Schuster) 
White P.—- HAPPY VALLEY-(Viking ) 
May 21— Bennett, Dorothy A.- SOLD TO THE LADIES (George W. Stewart) 
fay 24- Duncan, Thomas W.-— RING HORSE (Doubleday Doran) 
Sapieha, Princess Paiil- POLISH PROFILE (Carrick & Evans) 
Sloan, Donald— THE SHADOW CATCHER (Doubleday Doran) 
May 27~ Larrimore, Lida- STARS STILL SHINE (Macrae-Smith) 
May 28- Beattie, Kim— BROTHER, HERE'S A MAN (Macmillan) 
Gollomb, Joseph-— WHAT'S DEMOCRACY TO YOU? (Macmillan) 
May 29— Mason, Van Wyck- STARS ON THE SEA (Lippincott) 


Please Add This Title To Your April 15th to May 1st Calendar 


April 26- La Farge, Oliver- AS LONG AS THE GRASS SHALL GROW (Alliance) 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 7 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS and INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 
















Grosset & Dunlap PICTURE BOOKS Each $ .50 
Good merchandise, four out of the six have art work above average in pic- 

ture books of the lower price range. Well made books, with heavy board pages, so fin- 

ished that they can be washed with a damp cloth, and with indestructible and washable 

laminated cellophane covers. Every page in full color. May publication. 

PINOCCHIC with Walt Disneyish pictures, and a text that is barely more than an outline. 

THE THREE LITTLE PIGS - The illustrations are simple, postery, quite modern. 

THE THREE LITTLE KITTENS - Authentic version of story, gay appealing pictures. 

MOTHER GOOSE - 15 familiar rhymes (not all in customary versions). Pictures so-so. 


COWS — good nature book on familiar subject. Verse negligible. Art work good. 


THE THREE BEARS - Least good of the group. Familiar story of Goldilocks varied a bit 
and not improved; pictures commonplace. 











Grosset & Dunlap STORY BOOKS Each $ .50 





This group of books, which would f'all under the First Steps in Reading 
Classification, were done in collaboration with Story Parade Magazine, and are called 
Story Parade Picture Books. Excellent value, for the authors and artists are establish- 
ed in their fields, the stories have been tested for popularity, and the format is un- 
iformly good, board covers, reenforced, good type, layout and reproduction. May pub- 
lication. 

















Credle, Ellis THE GOAT THAT WENT TO SCHOOL 
In text and pictures, this well-known juvenile artist and writer tells the story of 
the pet goat that causéd his ambitious young owner a good deal of trouble, but event- 
ually helped him achieve his wish of going regularly to school over the mountains. 








Meigs, Cornelia MOTHER MAKES CHRISTMAS. Illustrated by Lois Lenski. 

A country story of how one family celebrated Christmas, in spite of bad luck inter- 
vening and cutting off the funds they had counted on. Don't forget this next holi- 
day season. 


Neikirk, Mabel OSCAR THE TRAINED SEAL. Illustrated by Frank Dobias. 

This story was one of the favorites of the year. Oscar and his showman owner were due 
in California, and their truck broke down. So they travelled by train and entertained 
the travellers, who were inclined to be resentful at sharing their bath tub with a seal. 










O'Brien, Jack THE KING AND THE PRINCESS, Illustrated by Kurt Wiese. 
Story of a friendship between a dog and a cat with a wooden leg. A good yarn by a 
man who knew his Northland. Unusually fine pictures by a famous artist. 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Nelson, Margaret W. PINKY FINDS A HOME Holiday House 


* This is a very original toy story, with a desert and mountain background. 
Pinky was a pink plush rabbit, and he was thrown on a dump in the desert among the cac- 
ti. He found he was not the only one. An odd group of toy animals were keeping house 
in haphazard fashion in an old iron stove, so Pinky, less adventurous than the others, 
took over the housekeeping. They didn't stay long in one place, however, but with each 
new home, Pinky found occupation. An amusing story, with unusual setting. Illustrated 
by Anne Heyneman in line and color, with humor and imagination. And of course one can 


always count on Holiday House doing a fine piece of book making. (May 3) $1.75 
FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Finta, Alexander MY BROTHERS AND I Roliday House 





Some years agc Herdboy of Hungary made a conspicwtious place for itself in 
juvenile literature. It was the boyhood story of Alexander Finta, ,ungarian sculptor. 
Now comes the sequel, the story of what happened after young Sandor Finta ran away 
from his uncle's ranch and came home. This new story gives the contrast of town life 
amd school days, instead of the life of the plains. Less colorful, perhaps, but Finta 
has an unerring sense of the dramatic, and his very egotism, makes his a story worth 
telling. Episodic in character, it is an authentic record of Hungarian schoolboys, in 
mischief and out. Illustrated by the author in bold line. (5/3) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 





Goudge, Elizabeth THE BIRD IN THE TREE Coward, McCann 


A family story - set in modern England - with the battle around the right 
of the family to keep its unity, in spite of disaffection, of lack of sympathy be- 
tween parents. The grandmother and the children stand on one side; the mother on the 
other, pleading the right to divorce and remarriage. Elizabeth Goudge knows chiidren 
and hers is a picture untainted by the dictates of fashion. The fey quality - the fam- 
ily life - her special gift of handling it, will appeal to sensitive older boys and 
girls. (For full report see adult section, April 15th issue, page 175)(May 13) $2.50 


Beattie, Kim BROTHER, HERE'S A MANI Macmillan 


The saga of Klondike Boyle, a record of international adventuring and tangy 
biography. He was a Canadian, he ran away to sea, he joined a mutiny, he entered New 
York's sporting world, he whipped into the gold rush, he served in the World War, he 
came through the Russian Revolution, he smuggled Roumanian treasure out of the Kremlin, 
he was saloon bouncer and millionaire and everything in between. You don't need to go 
to fiction for grand adventure. It's here. (For full report see April 15th issue, 7 


FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Melvin, Dr. Bruce YOUTH -MILLIONS TO MANY? Association Press 


A survey of youth and its problems:- city, farm, school, and factory, youtn 


employed and unemployed, at play and at work. The agencies of youth, the C. C. C., q 
the N. Y. As, ete. (For full report, see April 15th issue, page 184). (May 18) $2.00 





